Dealing with Keywords

A kevword is a word that has a special meaning defined by the Java program-
ming language. The program shown earlier in Listing 1-1 uses [our keywords:
public, class, static, and void. Inall, Java has 53 keywords. They're
listed in alphabetical order in Table 1-1.

Table 1-1 Java's Keywords
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Strangely enough, three kevwords listed in Table 1-1 — crue, false, and

null — aren't technically considered to be kevwords. Instead, they're called
literals. 5till, they're reserved for use by the Java language in much the same
way that keywords are, s0 | lumped them in with the keywords.

Stranger still, two keywords — const and goto — are reserved by Java but
don't do anvthing, Both are carryovers from the C++ programming language,
The const kevword defines a constant, which is handled in Java by the
final keyword. As for gote, it's a Cs s statement that is considered anath-
ema to object-oriented programming purists, so it isn't used in Java. lava
reserves it as a keyword solely for the purpose of scolding you if you
attempt to use it.

Like everything else in Java, keywords are case-sensitive. Thus, if yvou type

If instead of if or For instead of for, the compiler complains about your
error. Because Visual Basic keywords begin with capital letters, you'll make
this mistake frequently if vou have programmed in Visual Basic,

Considering the Java community's disdain for Visual Basic, it's surprising
that the error messages generated when you capitalize keywords aren’t
more insulting. Accidentally capitalizing a keyword in Visual Basic style can



